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Local history as art
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The Dalby Wambo Library is working with regional schools and 
local artists to develop paintings and photographs depicting 
milestone events in the region’s past 
and the people who contributed to 
them.

Students can choose to depict topics 
such as ‘How electricity came to 
Dalby’, or the lives of district pioneers 
such as Thomas Jack, and then 
interpret the stories in art for the 
enjoyment of the local community.

The artwork on significant historical 
events will feature outside the library 
and the illustrations of people will be 
displayed inside.

Dalby Wambo Library manager Sylvia Marshall said the project 
was an opportunity to extend the students’ understanding of 

regional history, foster the professional 
development of the contributing artists, 
and provide a visual asset for the 
town.“The project will raise the level of 
awareness in the region’s heritage and 
will be a reflection of how youth view the 
development of the region.”

The project is being completed with the 
support of the State Library of Queensland 
and the Regional Arts Development Fund.

Dalby has joined a statewide initiative entitled ‘Queensland Stories’ to produce a pictorial history of the local 
region that will decorate the town library.

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E

Council is asking the Australian Water 
Fund to grant $4.7 million as part of 
a $10 million water package designed 
to reduce the impact of regional water 
shortages.

Water recycling, the potential use of coal 
seam methane by-water, and education 
programs are three initiatives outlined in 
the package.

Dalby already recycles a percentage of 
its water through its current wastewater 
treatment plant and this would be 
extended to incorporate a second plant 
capable of treating water to a higher 
level.

While the recycled water would not be 
suitable for drinking it would be suitable 
for many other domestic purposes.

Water produced as a by-product during 
the extraction of coal seam methane 

could also provide an added source of 
water.

The funding would allow Council to 
examine the potential to bolster town 
supplies using by-water that would 
otherwise be left to evaporate.

Council’s role in providing WaterWise 
education to the community is also an 
essential aspect of the water package.

Utilities manager Terry Fagg said while 
Council was prepared to be innovative 
in addressing water shortages people 
needed to understand that the days 
of unlimited water use were over and 
it was important for people to remain 
‘WaterWise’.

The Australian Water Fund is a Federal 
scheme aimed at improving the long-
term sustainability and efficient use of 
Australia’s water resources.

Council pursues water initiatives

St Mary's College student and keen 
photographer Nicholas Shipway and painter 
Graeme McCullough catch up on a little Dalby 
history.

Water restrictions 
unchanged

Despite recent rain, water restrictions remain 
in place for hand held hosing between 4-
6pm on allotted days.
While the rain has improved the situation for 
home gardeners it has made no impact on 
the critical water situation facing the town.
Utilities manager Terry Fagg says the 
restrictions will not be lifted until water levels 
at Loudoun Weir reach a useable capacity.
The town’s current water supply is being 
sourced on a 50/50 basis from the 
desalination plant and Council bores. 
Current usage is averaging 3-4 megalitres 
per day which is slightly below that recorded 
before the recent rains.
“Unless we receive a lot more significant rain 
we can expect water restrictions to stay the 
same,” Mr Fagg said.
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Corporate plan sets out key result areas
New key result areas have been developed within Council’s updated corporate plan to improve 

delivery of services to the community.

Councillors have been assigned as 
spokespersons for designated key areas 
and members of the community seeking 
information can contact them via their 
Council email. (See photos and contact 
details at right).
Key result areas are:

Community Wellbeing
• community amenities
• sporting development
• cultural and social services
Our Organisation
• organisational leadership
• our people
• business performance
• our assets
Built Environment
• street networks
• urban environment
• drainage management
Utility Services
• water
• wastewater
• gas
Planning and Liveability
• environmental health services
• natural environment
• development management
• solid waste management
Economic Prosperity
• business growth
• tourism
• transport linkages
• government assistance

Detailed information on these key result 
areas is provided in the Dalby Town Council 
2005-2009 Corporate Plan available on 
Council’s website. Simply click on ‘Council’ 
and go to ‘documents’ for a complete copy 
of the corporate plan.

A temporary carpark will be 
created off the main street while 
developers dig out the existing 
shopping centre carpark to make 
way for underground parking.

The McConaghy Group will use 
the now vacant blocks between 
Cunningham Street businesses 
Carrick Ashmead and Schrecks 
Shoe Store to provide parking 
space until the new carpark is 
complete.

Council is holding regular 
meetings with the developers 
to help minimise the disruption 
caused to businesses and the 
community during construction of 
the shopping complex.

On-site meetings with project staff 

allow Council to remain up to 
date with the latest developments 
and to represent the interests of 
the surrounding businesses.

Developers have engaged local 
contractors to complete the 
external civil works in surrounding 
streets and Council is satisfied 
with how construction is 
progressing.

Council will be keeping the 
community up to date on road 
works and working to ensure 
efficient progress in the shopping 
centre’s construction.

For more information on 
future works contact Council’s 
engineering services department 
on 46721179.

Temporary car park for shoppers

Built Environment
Cr John Hart

 john_hart@dalby.qld.gov.au

Utility Services - Gas
Cr Greg Nearhos

greg_nearhos@dalby.qld.gov.au

Utility Services - Water & 
Wastewater

Cr Barry O’Shea 
barry_oshea@dalby.qld.gov.au

Planning and Liveability
Cr Glen Latemore

 glen_latemore@dalby.qld.gov.au

Economic Prosperity
Cr Carl Milford

carl_milford@dalby.qld.gov.au

Planning and Liveability
Cr Ross Thornton

ross_thornton@dalby.qld.gov.au

Dalby Mayor
Cr Warwick Geisel 

warwick_geisel@dalby.qld.gov.au

Our Organisation
Cr David Smiles

 david_smiles@dalby.qld.gov.au

Community Wellbeing
Cr Carolyn Tillman

carolyn_tillman@dalby.qld.gov.au

Council has set aside funds for the upgrade which 
is scheduled to begin after the September school 
holidays.

The original seating has not been replaced since the 
theatre opened 14 years ago, well outlasting the 
average lifespan of 5-10 years.

The theatre will be closed for a maximum of two 
weeks and community notices will advise residents of 
the closure period.

The old seating is being made available to community 
groups with around 55 seats already allocated to the 
Dalby Players Theatre and 200 seats still on offer.

Expressions of interest can be made to Council’s 
purchasing officer David Carvosso on 46721129.

New seating for cinema
Theatre goers will soon enjoy easy-access fold-

up seats when Council replaces the existing 
seating at Dalby Civic Theatre.
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Council became trustee of the Dalby Showgrounds earlier this year and has 
overseen renovation works on the show pavilion initiated by a Dalby and 
District Show Society steering committee in 2003.
The bigger picture, and one that will take some time to evolve, is to develop 
the showgrounds into a unique regional multi-purpose facility catering to 
industry and community. 

The Federal Government has committed $2 million in recognition of the 
benefits that such a facility would bring to the area and it is now Council’s 
role to ensure a successful outcome to the project.
The initial planning process involved extensive community consultation on 
the existing uses of the showgrounds as well as possible future uses.
Potential user groups such as the Australian Stock Horse Association, Elders, 
the Sheep Dog Association, Dalby Pony Club, Dalby Truck and Machinery 
Show, youth groups, the Dalby and District Show Society were invited to 
present ideas on how the centre could meet their needs.
Council is now examining the design of the complex, how the facility will be 
used, and how it will be managed.
Planning consultants Leisure Futures and Fulton Trotter & Partners Architects 
have outlined a preliminary concept for the centre (see diagram). Council has 
adopted the concept in principle and the next step will be to develop a more 
detailed design of the covered arena that complements the pavilion.
This design includes the covered arena complete with moveable seating and 
amenities; an area for camping, two outdoor arenas; as well as upgrades to 
bar facilities, services and parking.
Activities that could be held at the centre are wide ranging and include 
equestrian events, concerts, festivals, exhibitions, markets, campdrafts, 
rodeos, agricultural shows, dog trials, sports and recreation.
Options for the effective management of the events centre include a full-
time manager as well as a board of management with Council, stakeholders 
and members of the existing Dalby and District Show Society represented.

Showgrounds redevelopment 
moves forward

Is your home clearly 
numbered?

Council has joined with Dalby Ambulance 
in an awareness campaign encouraging 
residents to ensure their homes have large 
visible numbering close to the street.
For its part, Council has introduced 
a policy that will see all new street 
signs feature detailed numbering to 
help ambulance officers better locate 
residences.
The campaign highlights the danger of 
homes not being clearly marked during 
times of emergency and encourages 
residents to ensure their homes can be 
easily identified.
Residents are asked to report any 
incidents of street signs being deliberately 
pulled down as this can delay ambulance 
officers reaching people on time.

Dalby Ambulance officer in charge 
Corrina Thompson said officers often 
needed to find homes at night when they 
were unfamiliar with the area so visible 
numbering on both signs and houses was 
extremely important.
Large reflective numbers, situated on 
a mail box or close to the street were 
considered the safest option and the 
ambulance service also recommends that 
people go out to the front gate and wave 
officers in if possible. 
“People need to be aware. Nobody 
ever thinks it’s going to be them until it 
happens.”
Anyone wanting to buy a recommended 
address numbering plate can contact 
Corrina on 46622028.
For more information contact Council’s 
Building Services on 46721162.

Dalby sporting groups are working with 
Council to create a central sports pre-
cinct with improved facilities that could 
be used all year round.
Council formed a special sports 
development subcommittee last 
year in an effort to encourage more 
efficient use of town resources and 
local sporting groups have shown 
overwhelming support for the initiative.
Plans are now underway to produce 
a master plan for a sports precinct to 

be developed around the Dick Aland 
Sports Reserve. The next step will be 
to secure state Sports and Recreation 
funding to develop the project.
Council is looking at a number of 
incentives that will deliver benefits to 
local sporting bodies including recycled 
water on-tap, assistance in grounds 
maintenance, major building upgrades 
and additional amenities.
Recycled water is already available 
to the race club and extending the 

current recycled water network would 
not only ensure green sports grounds 
but also reduce the demand on town 
water supplies. 

The timeframe for the project is five 
years with some works expected to 
begin within 18 months-2 years. 

The long-term plan is to work with the 
Dalby race club to incorporate fields 
opposite the tennis courts in Owen 
Street into the sports precinct.

Sporting groups support central complex

As the show pavilion upgrade enters its final phase, Council is now 
focused on planning for a full redevelopment of the site with the 

aim of providing a major events centre for the town.

Dalby ambulance officer Tammie Turner displays 
an address plate featuring easily visible, reflective 
numbering.






