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Dalby Town Council’s 2005/06 Budget aims to meet the expectations of the community by providing the facilities 
and services that deliver a modern country lifestyle. 
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Strong economic growth within the region has led to an 87 
percent average increase in land valuations and Council has 
responded by decreasing the rate in the dollar from 4.61 cents 
to 2.52 cents. The move has contained the rates rise to just 2.5 
percent, slightly under the 
Consumer Price Index.

Income generated from rates 
has been fairly distributed 
to ensure the town is safer, 
more attractive and delivers 
a high standard of service in 
key areas.

Council has adopted a big-
picture vision for developing 
town amenities to meet the 
growing demand for modern 
conveniences. A master plan 
is being prepared for new 
sporting and recreational 
facilities incorporating a 
covered arena project, aquatic 
centre and combined sports 
precinct.

Council staff specialising 
in cultural and sporting 
development, will drive these 
projects forward.

Water is a vital issue and much is being done to ensure Dalby 
residents receive adequate water supplies in the face of continuing 
drought. The budget covers the cost of operating the desalination 
plant, drilling for additional bores and upgrading the town 
sewerage network. Council is also exploring the potential to 
introduce a water recycling system with federal funding support.

Environmental matters are being addressed with Council making 

moves to build an eco-friendly transfer station that will replace the 
existing dump and offer residents a cleaner, safer rubbish tip.

Ensuring safe environs for residents is a Council priority and the 
budget provides for more walkways/ bikeways with improved 

lighting as well as additional 
security cameras in the CBD.

In recent years Dalby has 
benefited from an extensive 
beautification program creating 
attractive tree avenues, garden 
beds, shaded public seating 
and characteristic streetscape 
features to enhance the town’s 
appeal. Council has budgeted 
to continue the process and 
beautify town entrances with a 
‘Golden Way’ planting project.

In line with the four-year 
corporate vision to progress 
Dalby towards its goal of 
becoming ‘a leading regional 
centre’, Council has committed 
funds to upgrade the town’s 
information centre. 

The funds extend to providing 
assistance in promoting the 
town to a wide audience and 

selling the message about its extensive business and lifestyle 
opportunities.

Council is confident that the budget will service the Dalby 
community with positive outcomes across all areas of Council 
responsibility from minor maintenance matters to the major 
development targets.

Community Wellbeing
Our Organisation
Built Environment
Utility Services - Water
Utility Services - Wastewater
Utility Services - Gas
Planning & Liveability
Solid Waste Management
Economic Prosperity

Dalby Town’s Budget: where $ come from

Dalby Town’s Expenditure: where the $ are spent

Rates
Water Charges
Wastewater
Garbage Charges
Natural Gas
Sales, Fees & Charges
Government Grants & 
Subsidies
Investment Revenue
From Reserves
Loans
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Council tackles water issues
Dalby residents are enjoying reliable water supplies thanks to Council’s proactive approach to water shortages.

Council’s Engineering department is maximising the use of its plant 
equipment by carrying out private works in the district.

While priority is given to community works, commercial contracts 
help fund the cost of maintaining expensive machinery.

Engineering Services Director Stephen Hegedus says commercial 
works focus on utilising the Council’s investment in capital plant to 
increase its usage.

Recent developments within the Dalby region meant there was high 
demand for maintenance, construction and plant hire in the previous 
financial year.

For more information on Dalby Engineering Services contact Works 
Manager Cameron Davidson on 4672 1179.

Private works raises revenue

Council will buy more high quality, digital security cameras to 
expand the areas under surveillance in the CBD and will include 
Thomas Jack Park in the network.

The camera system will also be upgraded and monitored 
through the Dalby Police Station to provide police with direct 
control.

The cameras act as a deterrent to crime and police have found 
the surveillance system useful in identifying offenders and 
reducing the incidence of crime in the CBD vicinity.

Sergeant Viv Partridge said: “Dalby police regularly use the 
surveillance system and more cameras will make the system 
more efficient.”

Costs are subsidised under the Local Government and Planning 
Department’s Security Improvement Program.

More security cameras for CBD
The success of the CBD safety project has prompted 

Council to extend the program.

Dalby Town Council has already invested 
$2.8 million to provide a desalination plant 
that is currently supplying half the town’s 
water and will spend a further $2 million on 
water infrastructure in the current budget.

Funds have been allocated to maintain and 
upgrade the town’s sewerage network. 
The budget also provides for the drilling 
of additional bores, desalination plant 
operations, water recycling, and WaterWise 
initiatives.

Maintaining adequate town water supplies 
is a costly process and Council has forecast 

that over the next 10 years it will need to 
spend $14.5 million on water management.

Sewerage Pipe Upgrade
Council has begun relining parts of the 
town’s sewerage piping network, now more 
than 40 years old, to extend its life by a 
further 40 years.

The relining is underway on 4.5 kilometres 
of essential sewerage piping at a cost of 
$780,000.

Utilities manager Terry Fagg says the process 
involves inserting a new plastic pipe inside 
the existing sewerage main and robotically 
cutting the pipe connections.

“It’s a specialised task that requires 
expensive machinery but it’s cheaper than 
digging new mains through people’s yards.

“We have done smaller sections in the past 
but the mains are close to the end of their 
life and this will almost double their service.”

As a result of increases in water 
infrastructure costs residents will pay an 
extra $35 in annual sewerage charges and 

an additional five cents in basic 
water charges per kilolitre.

While the access water charge 
remains at $198 per year, 
residents will pay 50 cents per 
kilolitre for all water up to 183 
kilolitres (up five cents), $1.00 
per kilolitre from 183 kilolitres 
up to 15,000 kilolitres and large 
water users (in excess of 15,000 
kilolitres) will pay $1.50 per 
kilolitre.

Rising Main
Like much of the town’s piping, 
the rising main which carries 
water from the water treatment 

plant into town, is nearing the end of its life.

Council will allocate $1 million towards the 
duplication of the main and minimise the 
risk of disruption to town water delivery.

Desalination Plant and Bores
The budget provides for ongoing 
maintenance and operations of the 
desalination plant as well as the drilling of 
additional bores to ensure adequate supplies 
of water to town residents.

This year Council will develop one 
desalination-quality bore, at a cost of around 
$120,000, as a back-up to those bores 
already in operation.

Water Recycling
Funding has been set aside in the current 
budget to investigate the potential for 
further recycling of town water.

Council is working to extend its current 
recycling program and include an additional 
wastewater treatment plant capable of 
treating water to a higher level. This would 
provide residents with extra water supplies 
for a variety of domestic uses.

This forms part of a $10 million water 
package and Council is seeking a 
contribution of $4.7 million under the 
Australian Water Fund scheme.

The funding would allow Council to examine 
the potential to recycle coal seam methane 
by-water for use by town residents.

WaterWise
In the face of continuing low rainfall Council 
has budgeted to continue its valuable 
WaterWise program.

Water restrictions remain in place with 
watering hours from 4-6pm for hand held 
hoses and dripper systems on designated 
days.

Daily water usage figures for the previous 
financial year show town consumption for 
June this year averaged around 3 megalitres, 
down from a peak usage of 10 megalitres in 
January.

With no water currently in Loudoun Weir 
and summer just around the corner, Council 
is urging people to take extra care to ensure 
that water is used wisely.

The marketing of Council’s civil works under the 
‘Engineering Services Dalby’ banner late last year 

proved a bonus for Council.

Council staff at the Water Treatment Plant conduct quality 
assurance testing daily.
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Planning begins on dump upgrade

Funds have been allocated to 
create a master plan for community 
development that will enhance the 
town’s modern country lifestyle.

The plan will save valuable dollars by 
ensuring all new facilities are built to 
meet the needs of the community 
well into the future.

Regional Events Centre
Council will commit around 
$1.5 million this financial year to 
complete the redevelopment of the 
Dalby Showgrounds and provide a 
multipurpose events centre for the 
region.

The overall budget for the project 
is estimated at $3.12 million which 
includes a $2 million Federal grant as 
well as contributions from the Dalby 
and District Show Society and Skill 
Centre.

Last year’s Council budget provided 
funds to upgrade the existing pavilion 
and a further $465,000 was allocated 
in the current budget to complete the 
renovations.

The result is a spacious, contemporary-
style function centre seating 360 
people indoors, with additional 
outdoor verandah seating bringing the 
total seating capacity to 450.

The new building boasts modern 
amenities including a large commercial 
kitchen, quality bar facilities and 
wheelchair access.

The additional $1 million budget 
allocation will help build a substantial 
undercover arena that will be available 
to sporting bodies, industry, business 
and the community.

The all-weather arena will enable 
events organisers to provide a large, 
comfortable venue that delivers 
protection against rain and summer 
heat.

The facility will cater for events 
such as equestrian competitions, 
campdrafts, festivals, concerts, sports 
and recreational activities.

The project is being carried out in 
partnership with the community and 
forms part of Council’s long-term 
vision to provide valuable facilities for 
the region.

PCYC Continued Development 
Council has responded to the 
increasing demand for services and 
facilities provided by the Police 
Citizen’s Youth Club (PCYC), setting 
aside $20,000 to assess the long-term 
use of the centre.

The PCYC facility has continually 
expanded over the years and Council 
is now looking at a future plan for the 
centre’s development.

A master plan will be used to assess 
how the town will grow over the next 
10 years and ensure the PCYC has 
all the facilities needed to cater for 
Dalby’s expanding community.

Council will consider how to best use 
the existing facilities, and how the 
facility will be used over the coming 
decade, before preparing a staged 
development plan for the centre.

Research carried out during the 
planning phase will be used to guide 
Council’s community works and help 
gain government funding.

Aquatic Centre
Council will spend $80,000 to 
progress the planning and design of 
the proposed aquatic centre.

Planning consultants are examining 
a range of options to provide an 
adequate pool facility for the town 
after engineers found significant 
maintenance problems with the 
existing swimming pool.

Regional facilities to enhance the Dalby lifestyle
As major developments get underway in the Dalby region, Council is preparing to meet the growing 

demand for improved town facilities.

Council supports 
community services  

Council will continue to support the Myall Youth 
and Community Network Centre and its valuable 
contribution to the local community.

Coordinator at the centre, Kristie Miller, said Council’s 
ongoing contribution to the running of the centre 
would help to ensure important services remained 
available to the community.

There are six service 
providers operating from 
the centre across a number 
of areas including work 
placement and mentoring 
for youth; visual learning 
programs for those outside 
the education system; family 
and individual counselling; 
and bus services for the 
elderly and disabled.

Kristie’s role is to co-ordinate 
the provision of all services 
at the centre and since her 
posting in December last year the number of people 
using the facility has risen from 20 to 160.

“Some time ago Council identified that there was a 
need for this service within the local community.

“The centre is now available to the town and it’s great 
that Council is continuing its support for this much-
needed facility.”

Myall Youth and Community 
Network Centre coordinator 

Kristie Miller

Council is planning to replace the current dump facility 
with a cleaner, safer and more user-friendly

waste transfer station.

Tenders are being called for the construction of a modern waste 
disposal facility that will solve many of the problems associated 
with the existing dump.

Planning and Environment Manager Todd Summerville says 
Council’s aim is to provide a waste transfer facility that is more 
sightly and patron-friendly and also addresses a number of 
environmental issues.

Rubbish will be transferred out of town for disposal virtually 
eliminating environmental concerns for residents living close to 
the facility. Dalby is negotiating with near-by councils to provide 
a suitable disposal site for the waste not able to be recycled.

The facility will be designed with safe drop-off points, and a 
sealed road will ensure patrons don’t have to contend with dust 
or mud when dumping their rubbish.

Additional recycling disposal points such as ‘green waste’ and 
‘bulk steel’ will improve opportunities for recycling by allowing 
for better recovery of materials.

The enclosed recycling station will also resolve the current 
problem of strong winds scattering litter into surrounding areas.

“Council recognised the need to provide a safer and sightlier 
waste facility for Dalby and has allocated funds to begin the 
planning phase.

“We’re actively seeking quotations for the design work from 
relevant companies and looking for potential disposal sites.”

Construction of the facility could commence as early as mid 
2006.



Information centre receives a boost

Town improvements on the agenda

In addition to Council’s ongoing 
maintenance and repairs program there 
are a number of town improvements on 
the drawing board.

Footbridge
A $45,000 footbridge will be built beside 
the Edward Street weir to improve safety 
for pedestrians and bike riders.

A number of pedestrians currently use 
the weir to cross Myall Creek but the 
narrowness of the road is creating safety 
concerns.

The new footbridge is designed to provide 
a safe pathway across the creek and 
reduce traffic hazards in the area.

Lighting
Council will upgrade lights along existing 
bikeways to ensure there is adequate 
lighting for people walking at night and early morning.

Recent spates of vandalism have left some areas in darkness and 
the new lights aim to improve safety along the bikeways.

Beautification
Visitors to town will be greeted with golden flowering flora as 
the next phase in Dalby’s beautification program.

An extensive tree planting program will result 
in attractive entrances to town featuring the 
golden colours that identify Dalby. Median 
strips and footpath gardens will offer similar 
displays.

Basketball Court
A basketball court will be built in Diplock Park 
as Council continues to upgrade and expand 
town facilities. The half-size, concrete court will 
be built beside the existing skate park ensuring 
there is plenty to keep youth entertained.

Footpaths
Council will build or upgrade footpaths on a 
number of town streets including Archibald 
Street (from Condamine to Cunningham) 
and Condamine Street (Archibald to Drayton) 
and will extend the existing bikeway along 
Leichhardt Avenue.

Kerb and Channelling
Roads scheduled for kerb and channelling upgrades include 
Pratten Street (North to Besley), Beck Street (Condamine to 
Pratten) Winton Street (Blaxland Road to Hayden), Besley Street 
(Condamine to Garrow), Dunmall Street, Aerodrome Road, 
Horace Street (Condamine to Nicholson), Pratten Street (Besley to 
Horace), Roche Street (Cunningham to Condamine).

Budget funding will see renovations to Dalby’s visitor information centre in a move to enhance
the visitor experience.

Safer roads, better footpaths and more bikeways will be funded at a cost of $5.75 million for this financial year.

Kerb and channelling work is underway in 
Besley Street as part of the latest round of 
road upgrades.                 

The need for an upgraded and well-managed information centre 
was highlighted by the Dalby Chamber of Commerce tourism 
sub-committee.

With the increase in economic development in the town, Council 
and Chamber recognised the need to expand the role of the 
centre to provide a range of information about Dalby’s facilities 
and lifestyle.

Council is now working in partnership with the Chamber of 
Commerce and has granted funding for a part-time employee 
to expand the information services to visitors and support the 
volunteers.

The Chamber currently handles the daily management of the 
centre with the help of dedicated volunteers who contribute their 
time for the benefit of the community.

The funding will aid the development of promotional 
opportunities such as bus and drive tour packages as well as 
providing assistance in the running of the information centre. 
Council will also provide a trainee in the area tourism and 
administration.

The refurbishment of the Dalby Tourist Information Centre 
will result in a well-equipped visitor facility designed for better 
display of information. The tourism sub-committee is currently 
investigating the cost of renovations and aims to complete the 
project in coming months. 

With up to 1305 people visiting the centre each month, Chamber 
believes there is significant potential to encourage these visitors 
to stay and spend their tourist dollars in the Dalby region.

The Chamber plans to promote short-stay tours and attract 
visitors to Dalby from the Sunshine Coast right through to 
northern New South Wales.

The focus will be on developing more localised visitor experiences 
including surrounding areas such as Bell, Jimbour and Jandowae.

Many regional towns have been very successful in promoting 
their area to a wide visitor base with a proactive approach to 
managing their visitor information centre.

Eileen Kelly and
Val Fleming are two of 
the hardworking Dalby 
Tourist Information 
Centre volunteers who 
offer their valuable 
services to the town.




